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2 St John’s News

Dear members

On Wednesday, 14th February we began the season of Lent; an opportunity
the Church gives us every year for renewal.  Lent offers all of us an
opportunity to prepare for Easter through prayers and with particular
attention to the word of God which informs the daily journey of all who
believe.  The Lenten season reminds us of the need to bear witness, to all
those who live in material, moral and spiritual poverty, the Gospel
message of the merciful love of God, who embraces everyone in Christ.
We can do this to the extent that we emulate Christ who became poor and
enriched us by his poverty.  So our particular focus in Lent must be first of
all on God, not ourselves.  Secondly it must be on our neighbours who are
in need, because in those neighbours we are called to look with
compassion on the face of the suffering Christ and seek to alleviate their
pains.

This year is particularly special in the life our congregation as we mark our
175th Anniversary.  God has held our congregation steady, down through
these 175 years, for the purpose of advancing his Kingdom.  We should
express sincere gratitude towards our mothers and fathers who have
laboured on our behalf throughout history in order that this celebration
may come to fruition.  In addition, this year is the National Year of Young
People (YOYP).  Besides feeling grateful for all we have received, we
should also hold a great sense of responsibility and duty towards both
present and future generations, so that we too may be able to pass on to
our children and young people our living traditions of belief, virtues and
values.  You have done and are doing great works in God’s name and I am
pleased to be the minister of such a dynamic and forward-looking
congregation as we have in St.  John’s.

Every blessing,

Rev Dr Elijah Obinna
Minister

Pastoral Letter
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Regular Worship Times
Sunday Morning Prayers - 10:20 - 10:50 am, before morning service.
Normal Sunday Services are held at 11:00 am.
A short evening service, with prayers for healing, is normally held on the

second Sunday of each month at 7:00 pm
A Praise Service is held on the last Sunday of the month, also at 7:00 pm.
A short, mid-week service is held on Thursdays at 10:30 am.

Diary: December 2017 to March 2018

Minister’s Vestry Times
Wednesdays and Fridays 9:30 am - 12:30 pm

Forthcoming Special Events and Services

Sun 11 Mar 7:00 pm Evening Service with prayers for healing
Sun 25 Mar 7:00 pm Palm Sunday Evening Praise Service
Thu 29 Mar 7:00 pm Joint Service for Maundy Thursday (including

Sacrament of Holy Communion) at Kirkstyle
Baptist Church

Fri 30 Mar 7:30 pm Good Friday Joint Service for at Kirkstyle
Baptist Church

Sun 1 Apr 8:30 am Easter Morning at the Market Place,
followed by Breakfast at United Reformed
Church

 11:00 am Easter Morning Service in St John’s
7:00 pm Easter Praise Night at Kirkton Church

Sun 8 Apr 7:00 pm Evening Service with prayers for healing
Sat 14 Apr 9:00 am Prayer Day

Sun 22 Apr 12 noon Soup Lunch - YOYP
Sun 29 Apr 7:30 pm Evening Praise Service

 Sun 13 May- Sat 19 May  Christian Aid Week

 Sun 20 May 12 noon Heart and Soul 2018
Sun 27 May 7:00 pm Evening Praise Service

Sun 3 Jun 11:00 am Celebration of Holy Communion

Please refer to Sunday bulletins, local press or the church website for more
information or changes to the programme above.
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CHOICES community charity shop celebrated 25 years of serving the
community of Carluke at a dinner held in St John’s Church hall on Thursday
15th February.  Staff who volunteer in the shop and invited guests joined
together to mark this significant anniversary, recognising the role played by the
shop in providing good quality and affordable second clothes and goods.  The
bulk of the proceeds from sales has gone towards supporting the Street Level
youth project in the town while many other local and international charities
have benefitted from sizeable monetary donations.  In total, in excess of
£529,000 has been distributed to deserving causes over the years.
Rev Dr Elijah Obinna and Rev Helen Jamieson led the opening devotions and
Rev Dr Thomas McGill from St Athanasius Church said grace before the meal.
Post dinner speeches from Dr John Wilcox of the United Reformed Church and
Mr Jim McIntyre gave some context to the substantial support Street Level has
enjoyed over the years and how that has benefitted the young people of the
town.  Rev Iain Cunningham
reflected on the word
choices: how appropriate it
was as a name for the shop
as well as the choices each
church and their members
had made in coming
together in unity through
this community enterprise.
Anne Forrest who has
managed the shop since it
was established in 1993
thanked the staff for their
continued service.  Tribute
was also paid to Anne’s
commitment over those
years and her vision in being
a prime mover initiating the
whole community project.
The enjoyable evening was
closed with a blessing from
Fr McGill.

GW

CHOICES Celebrates 25 Years



March 2018 5

Used Stamps Appeal
Many thanks to everyone who passed their used stamps to raise funds
for The Church of Scotland World Mission Stamp Appeal.
At the end of the 2016 – 2017 appeal which ended in March 2017 the
amazing sum of £4334.00 was raised.
The target set for 2017 -2018 appeal  was £4300.00 unfortunately at this
point in time it looks highly unlikely that it will be achieved by the end of
March.  There are a number of factors which it is believed have
contributed to this e.g.  cost of stamps, text messages, email, web cards,
and post office using franked labels in place of stamps.
Based on the above it is now more important than ever to make full use of
every ‘Used Stamp’.  Please ensure you leave a minimum of a quarter of
an inch (or 5mm) around each stamp, better to leave more and excess can
be trimmed before stamps are sold.  Stamps that do not have the necessary
margin around them cannot be sold.
Please place your used stamps in the box in the Church Vestibule.
Thank you once again for your help in saving the ‘Used Stamps’

GS/JS

Church of Scotland
Year of Young People

The Mission and Discipleship Council needs your help to shape
how we nurture and care for the young people in our church
over the next few years.

It needs to hear from you, your views and your thoughts! Please
take a few moments before March 31 to visit

www.churchofscotland.org.uk/youthworksurvey
where you can find a series of surveys that will help give a clear
picture about what is required. This is your chance to have your
voice heard, don't let it slip away!
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For many, the New Year brings new beginnings, but the reality for
some of our most vulnerable brothers and sisters is starkly different.
This year the Christian Aid focus is on displacement.  The people of Haiti
have struggled with repeated and often relentless natural disasters,
something which requires, not only strength and resilience, but also
support to put down new roots in safe durable homes.  They drew on the
support of Christian Aid, which helped them to rebuild their houses and
they drew on their faith in God.
Haiti is one of the poorest countries in the world, making it much harder
for people to cope with the relentless earthquakes, storms and hurricanes
they endure.  Haitians are resilient, but they've been hit so many times and
each time makes them weaker.  Eight years on from the devastating
earthquake in Port-au-Prince in 2010, an estimated 38,000 people are still
displaced.  Add to this, the devastation following last year's Hurricane
Matthew.
With your help during Christian Aid Week, 13th - 19th May, together

we can help them weather the storms.

In view of the increasing number of new housing developments in our
town, we desperately need more door-to-door collectors this year.  Please,
will you consider volunteering a few hours during Christian Aid Week.
Speak to Sandra Peat or Iris Nelson for more information.

IN

A date for your diary
St John's day in the Christian Aid Cafe - Saturday 19th May

Next Edition of St John’s News
Material for the next edition should be in the hands of the editor,

George Reid, NO LATER THAN Sunday 20 May, 2018.
editor@carluke-stjohns.org.uk

Christian Aid News





For Help With General Jobs and Repairs
Around Your Home and Garden

Tony Hazlewood
HANDYMAN

Property Maintenance, Flat Pack Assembly,
Shelving, Doors Hung and Handles Fitted,

Fencing Erected or Repaired

And Much, Much More
If unsure, give me a call

Friendly, and Reliable
Please call for a Free Estimate:

Tel: 07824 395 282
E-mail: CarlukeHandyman@gmail.com

Bridal
Curtains

Alterations
Custom Wear

Call Liz on 01555 771 896 or 07913 820 057


