
The Newsletter of St John’s Church of Scotland: Carluke

Issue 1, 2016

St John’s Church of Scotland: Carluke, is a registered Scottish Charity, No SC004066





Issue 1, 2016 3

Dear members
Grace to you and peace through our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, who is
the Author and Finisher of our Faith. On behalf of the Obinnas – Joshua,
Jessie, Elspeth, Elijah, Finlay and Favour (JJEEFF) I offer praise to our
Lord who has brought us to Carluke for a new chapter in our call to
ministry. I acknowledge with a deep sense of gratitude how much time and
effort many people have put in to making our ministry in Carluke a reality.
Your prayers and generosity are highly appreciated. Since arrival in
Carluke, my family and I have received countless smiles, kind words and
warm welcome from not only members of St. John’s and St. Andrew’s but
members of the wider community of Carluke.
As we begin our ministry in Carluke, it is important that we remind
ourselves that the Presbyterian and Reformed traditions, in all its roots,
have a long history recognising and affirming the ministry of the whole
people of God. We therefore need the whole Body of Christ as we seek to
become more vital congregations who make disciples of Jesus Christ for
the transformation of the world.

 Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others,
faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms

1 Peter 4:10.
God has graciously given each of us different talents, gifts and abilities.
We should all serve him faithfully as we use our gifts to glorify him.
We want each person to feel connected at St. John’s and St. Andrew’s.
That happens as people get to meet and know each other, beyond that, it
happens as people find their place to serve the Lord and make a difference
in the lives of others. We have many ministries in the church that exist to
serve those who attend our churches and the wider community of Carluke,
but the ministries also provide ways in which each of us can be a part of
serving others. We are assured that we are in the right place at the right
time. We wish you and yours refreshing lent season and Easter
celebrations.

Rev. Dr. Elijah Obinnna

Pastoral Letter
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Material for the next edition of St John’s News should be in the
hands of the editor NO LATER THAN Sunday 21 May 2016.

Special services between now and the next issue of St John's News:

Easter Week
Sun 20 March: Palm Sunday
   7.00 pm Palm Sunday Praise in Kirkton Church.

Thu 24 March:  Maundy Thursday
   7.30 pm Joint Service in St John’s Church
    (including Communion).

Fri 25 March: Good Friday
   7.30 pm Joint Service in St John’s Church.

Sun 27 March: Easter Day
   8.30 am Community Service for Easter Day at Market Square,

followed by by breakfast at St John’s
   11.00 am Easter Morning Service in St John’s

Please watch Sunday bulletins, local press or visit the church website for
and changes and more information as it becomes available.

Celebration of Holy Communion will next be held on

Sunday, 5 June 2016

Normal Sunday Services are held at 11:00 am.  A short evening service,
with prayers for healing, is normally held on the second Sunday of
each month at 7:00 pm.  A short, mid-week service is held on
Thursdays at 10:30 am.

Worship Diary
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The following item was published in the Glasgow Herald of 2 January
1865:

Opening of a New Free Church in Carluke – A new Free Church has
recently been erected in the parish of Carluke, the old one having become
uncomfortable and insufficient to accommodate the congregation. It is
built on a central and suitable site in Hamilton Street, and is a neat
structure, surmounted by a spire 73 feet high.  It was opened for public
worship on Sabbath last, being New-Year’s Day, the services being
conducted noon and evening by the Rev Dr Parker of this city [Glasgow].
Notwithstanding the inclemency of the weather, the church was crowded
on both occasions, and the collection for the day amounted to £80
[equivalent to over £7,000 today], a handsome sum for a congregation
composed almost entirely of the working classes. We may mention that, in
connection with the opening of the church, a service of Communion plate
was presented by Wm Robertson Esq; and the beautiful stained glass
window behind the platform, which is i n place of a pulpit, is the gift of Mr
Robertson.

A New Church in Carluke

Bridal
Curtains

Alterations
Custom Wear

Call Liz on 01555 771 896 or 07913 820 057
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Vacancy - no more!
A service was held in St John's on the evening of 11 February 2016 to
induct Rev Dr Elijah Obinna to Carluke: St Andrews' in deferred
union with Carluke: St John's, or, as it will be known when the union
eventually takes place, Carluke: Forest Kirk.
Mrs Anna Lumsden, Moderator of Lanark Presbytery, officiated and Rev
Dr Nikki MacDonald was the preacher.  In the absence of both the
Presbytery Clerk, Rev Helen Jamieson and her deputy, Rev Bryan Kerr,
due to illness, Bill Love, had been appointed Acting Clerk.
A large congregation, drawn from all three Church of Scotland
congregations in Carluke as well as many friends of the congregation were
present to witness this historic event in the life of our congregations.
During the Induction Service, Scripture readings were given by Lesley
Weir and Alison Plenderleith.  Bill Love outlined the various steps
involved in the bringing of Elijah Obinna to Carluke.  Mrs Lumsden put
formal Questions to Dr Obinna and he then signed the Formula.  After

Mrs Anna Lumsden, Moderator of Lanark Presbytery, gives the
Right Hand of Fellowship to Rev Dr Elijah Obinna
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prayer, Mrs Lumsden then declared Dr Obinna to be inducted to the vacant
charge and the Right Hand of Fellowship was given by the Presbytery to
their newest member.
Following formal Questions to the congregations, Signs of Shared
Ministry were presented to Dr Obinna:  A bible was given by Carolyn
Watson, a baptismal bowl by Laura Barclay and Communion vessels by
Ann Jackson.  With final charges to minister and congregations, the
service was closed with a benediction.

After the formalities, there was a short break for refreshments, followed by
a Welcome Social.  Rev Ian MacKenzie, who has been our Interim
Moderator for the past year, opened proceedings with an entertaining
welcome to Elijah and his family.  This was followed by the presentation,
by Glenn Walker and Rae Warnock, of gifts to our new minister from the
congregation.  Ian Mackenzie then formally handed chairmanship of
proceedings over to Elijah.
A welcome from St Andrew's was given by Libby Muir, and a long-time
friend of Elijah's, Carol Findlay introduced him to the congregations with
warmth and humour, revealing a couple of "secrets" about our new
minister.
Karen Gillon welcomed Favour - Mrs Obinna to Carluke, and Rev Iain
Cunningham welcomed the Obinnas on behalf of the Carluke Churches.
Musical entertainment was provided by Grace Notes, St John's Singers and
Fiona Hobson.  George Reid concluded the proceedings with a vote of
thanks to Ian MacKenzie for his work on behalf of the congregation as
Interim Moderator; all those who had helped in the preparation of the
manse and gardens, especially John Stratton, who had planned and
organised the work; and Glenn Walker, who had worked well beyond his
remit as Session Clerk in arranging pulpit supply during the time when
there was no locum in place and dealt with much organisational
procedures required to allow the Obinnas to come to Carluke.
Listen to the Induction Service and Social on the church website at:

www.carluke-stjohns.org.uk/rec/index.shtm
GR
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The Youth Church organised a welcome disco for the Obinna family
on Saturday 20 February in the church hall.  Fraser Jorgensen was DJ
for the evening with the young people and adults of Youth Church
joining in on dancing, eating and generally partying.  Elijah and
Favour were given a crash course in such standards as the Slosh,
Birdie Dance, YMCA and '500 miles', essential training for any
Scottish wedding reception!
Finlay, Elspeth, Jessie and Joshua and their new friends from St John's
enthusiastically took part, dancing, chasing balloons, playing musical party
games, eating and basically having a rare tare.  A good time was had by all,
so hopefully this is an event that may be repeated next time not just for the
kids but the young at heart too.

ME,HJ

Welcome Disco
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As some members will be aware, our friend Christine Stone has been
battling with cancer since arriving in Scotland last summer to settle in
Fort William.  She has had much support from a family, the Whites,
newly arrived in nearby Strontian.  The Whites took Christine in and
looked after her for a time.  Recently, she has returned to her own flat
feeling better than she has for months.
Christine was to have returned to Nepal to carry out some training for
Teach for Nepal.  Although she had to cancel, Christine was pleased that a
friend from Australia, Sophie Cameron, took over and is having a good
time, despite being kept very busy.
The Cancer Unit at Raigmore Hospital in Inverness is "more like a 5-star
hotel" according to Christine, who contrasts it with the waiting area of
Paton Hospital in Kathmandu.  Having more or less decided against
chemotherapy, Christine consulted with Mr Mmeka, an African Christian
doctor, who persuaded her that a three-month treatment would be enough
and strongly advised her to have it.  Being aware that many people were
praying for her, and that, having saved her life through the surgery, she felt
God still has things for her to do, so she agreed to the treatment, which was
to have started on the 3 March at Belford Hospital, Fort William, but has
been delayed by at least a week, subject o blood tests.
Christine's dog, Nim, is with her and they are managing regular walks.
Her priority now is to get fit.  Shortly after returning to her flat, Nim seems
to have eaten some poison and was in intensive care for 24 hours.
However, after a few days, he was back on his feet.  Christine says: "Both
been given more time!"
Please pray for Christine for a successful outcome of her chemotherapy
treatment.  If you want to send any messages, please contact Greta Stratton
for Christine's contact details.

Christine Stone
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 Christian Aid Week is an Extraordinary Time
●A week when more than 20,000 churches unite to achieve incredible

things.
●  A week when we follow in Jesus' footsteps.
●  A week when we love every neighbour.

Many communities throughout Scotland and the rest of the UK have been
affected by flooding this past winter.  Flooding is also a central theme for
Christian Aid Week 2016.  Feroza used to live a life marked by despair and
fear, afraid her three children wouldn't have enough to eat and that the next
flood would be the one from which they would never recover.  Living on
low-lying islands on the Brahmaputra River in Bangladesh, her home has
been swept away seven times by floods.
A Home Safety Package from Christian Aid has made all the difference.  It
helped Feroza to raise her home on an earth plinth, giving her a safe place
to rebuild, keep livestock and grow essential crops without worrying it'll
be washed away.  It also meant Feroza could buy a cow, a goat, ducks,
chickens, vegetable seeds and a composting wormery - things that will
provide her with an income, long-term.
None of this would have been possible without the dedication of Christian
Aid supporters like you.

What I have received from Christian Aid has changed my life.  I never
dreamed of it.  I think it is a blessing

Feroza
Let me also tell you about Morsheda.  She may live in Bangladesh but
she's also our neighbour.  For her family, and the two million others living
on low-lying islands on the Brahmaputra River, floods are a terrifying part
of everyday life.  The single corrugated iron shack she shares with her
children has been flooded four times.
Morsheda says: "I don't dare to dream that things could be better."  But we
do.  We dare to have faith that we can achieve a better life for her and
many others facing hardship like hers.  Morsheda's home is at the mercy of

Christian Aid
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the floods.  She is also depending on you ringing a few doorbells during
Christian Aid Week and collecting money to buy more Home Safety
Packages.
I know that together we can achieve great things in response to Jesus' call
to love our neighbours.
Christian Aid Week is just over two months away and already we have
started the planning process.  So here are some diary dates;
● Christian Aid Service - Sunday 15 May at 7:00 pm - venue still to be

arranged.
●Christian Aid Café - Monday 16 May - Saturday 21 May.
●St John's Café Day - Thursday 19 May.
●Door to Door Collection - Monday 16 May - Saturday 21 May.

Thank you in anticipation of your support in the coming months.
IN
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St John's, in line with every other church, holds personal data in the
form of the church roll.  We use this data to communicate with you
and, as in the vote last October about whether or not to call the Rev
Dr Obinna as minister to the deferred union with St Andrew's, to
check your status as a member of (or adherent to) the congregation.
We are permitted, under the Data Protection Act, to hold such information
and do our best to ensure that it is accurate and secure.  The data we hold
for every member and adherent are:

Title (Mr, Mrs etc)
Forename(s)
Surname
Full postal address, including postcode.
Status (ie member or adherent)

In addition, for office bearers, we also hold
Office held
Phone number
Email address, where available.

Associated church groups (eg BB, Guild) may also hold information about
Diet
Allergies and medication
Emergency contacts

Office-bearers responsible for maintaining a register of those working with
young people and vulnerable adults and for managing the Gift Aid and
Freewill Offering schemes also hold information essential to their work.
The Data Protection Act entitles you to check that the information we hold
about you is correct and current.  If you wish to see an extract from our
records containing your personal information, please write to, or email, the
secretary (details on inside back cover).

Personal Information
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During the recent vacancy, the Nominating Committee considered many
possible candidates.  Rummaging about in the waste bin we found the
following notes on some of the rejected candidates:
ADAM: Good man but has problems with his wife. One reference told us
how he and his wife enjoyed walking nude in the woods.
NOAH: 120 years with no converts. Prone to unrealistic building projects.
JOSEPH: A big thinker, but a braggart; believes in dream interpreting and
has a prison record.
MOSES: A modest and meek man, but poor communicator; even stutters
at times. Sometimes blows his stack and acts rashly in business meetings.
Some say he left an earlier church over a murder charge.
DAVID: Most promising candidate of all until we discovered the affair he
had with his neighbour's wife.
SOLOMON: Great preacher, but serious woman problem.
HOSEA: A tender and loving pastor, but our people could never handle
his wife's occupation.
JONAH: Told us he was swallowed up by a great fish. He said the fish
later spit him out on the shore near here. We hung up.
JOHN: May be too Pentecostal. Tends to lift both hands in the air to
worship when he gets excited, which is not encouraged in our Church.
Sleeps outdoors, has a weird diet, and provokes denominational leaders.
PETER: Too blue collar. Has a bad temper, even said to have cursed. He's
a loose cannon.
PAUL: Powerful CEO type and fascinating preacher. However, he's short
on tact, unforgiving with young ministers, harsh, and has been known to
preach all night.
TIMOTHY: Too young.
JUDAS: His references are solid. A steady plodder. Conservative. Good
connections. Knows how to handle money. Strong candidate.  Worth
hearing?



DRIVE WELL WITH
REV L

PHONE 07845395446
E MAIL davidgrns@aol.com
WEB: WWW.REVL.CO.UK

Fully qualified DSA approved Driving Instructor

Registered member of the motoring schools
association of Great Britain.

Very competitive prices. Block booking
discounts

Free student information pack on first lesson.
Full training from beginner to Pass Plus lessons.

David K Greenshields DSA

REV L   D R I V E R  T R A I N I N G

Smillie Footcare
Professional and Friendly

Mobile Footcare Clinic - 07821 393938
Treatments Available
● Hard Skin/callus removal
● Painful corns
● Thickened nails
● Athletes foot
● Cracked Heals
● Nail cutting/reduction
● Diabetic/Arthritic foot
● Ingrown toenail

About me
Hello - I am a foot health
practitioner with a mobile
foot clinic, visiting patients
in their own homes in and
around  Lanark and Carluke
(10 mile radius)

Anne Smillie MCFHP/MAFHP
email - smilliefootcare@outlook.com


