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Pastor Roy Writes…

Dear Friends

I have never run a marathon.  Running 26 miles for me would likely be too
long without food.  I have run half marathons in my mid 40s and that was
as much as I would want to handle.  The important aspect of running such
races is to keep going strong right to the end.

Some years ago I read of one older and wiser minister say that in ministry
it was more important how you finished than how you began.  At a time
when under normal circumstances, health becomes more of a concern and
strength ebbs with the passing of time, a person could be forgiven for
slacking off as retiral from ministry draws near.

I know that God has blessed Christine and I with the health, energy and
desire to complete our ministry here at St John's as strongly as was
possible.  When I applied to come to this church and community I wrote
that I was not content to sit out in the sun on a rocking chair to while away
the hours, we wanted to work for the Lord as well as we could.

Now it is over.  Not just this ministry here but the ministry that began in a
small Baptist Church, in Johnstone,  back in 1969, when at the sudden
death of the minister I was asked to take the initial few services.  Thus
began a ministry that has taken us to two churches in Ontario, one in
British Columbia, and one here in Carluke.   All in all, an adventurous life
in ministry that has allowed us to watch God at work in others' lives. It has
all been a blessing!

Thank you all for your participation in it.

Roy and Christine



4 St John’s News

Worship Diary
Normal Sunday Services are held at 11:00 am.  Once per month, there is
an afternoon service, with prayers for healing, at 2:00 pm.  A short, mid-
week service is held on Thursdays at 10:30 am.

Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday in March,
June, September and December.

Special services between now and the next issue of St John's News:

Summer 2013
It is the custom of the three Church of Scotland congregations,
together with that of the United Reformed Church, to join for united
worship during the summer.  These services will take place at 11:00 am
as follows:

July 7 St John’s Rev Helen Jamieson
 14 Kirkton Rev Iain Cunningham
 21 Kirkton Rev Ross Blackman
 28 Kirkton Rev Irene John

 August 4 URC Rev Iain Cunningham
 11 St John’s Rev Iain Cunningham

From Sunday, 18 August, worship will be back in each congregation’s
home church.

Celebration of Holy Communion will next be held on

Sunday, 1 September 2013
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By the time you read this we will be in our second week in Malawi and
will already have spent a week working with GEM Christian day care
centre for children.

Without your help and support it would not have been possible for us to
have embarked on this life changing adventure and we are grateful to
everyone who has made the adventure possible.  To all who donated cash,
baking, or came along to our fundraising events thank you.  We raised an
amazing £9962.55 and were completely overwhelmed.  We also took with
us 10 suitcases, most of which are filled with clothes, blankets, shoes, toys,
pencils and lots of others goodies for our friends in Malawi again all
kindly donated by you.  We managed to squeeze in a few clothes for
ourselves too!

During the week 2-6 June, we will be helping construct a new nursery and
feeding station at Nansenga Village near Lake Malawi.  It will be very
different from the urban township we will have spent the last week
working in.

We promise to bring you lots of photos and to spend your money wisely.
Please continue to pray for our safety and that God will use us for His
purposes throughout our time in the Warm Heart of Africa

Love Karen, Carolyn, David, Fraser and Fraser

Mission: Malawi 2013

Setting off from Carluke Station
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Parish Grouping Report
The Parish Grouping Development Group met on 29 April 2013, and
was chaired by Roy in what would be his last Parish Grouping
Development Group meeting.  Among the items raised were:

Parish Grouping Levy
It was agreed that the levy for 2013-2014 would be kept at its previous
level of £1.40 per member of congregation. This had already been
accepted by the finance committee and paid by the treasurer.

Holiday Club
This will run in St John's Church from Monday 29 July to August 2
August.  The title this year is Space Academy, and it is based on the story
of Daniel and his friends in exile (on another planet).  Plans are well
advanced with a good supply of volunteers again drawn from all the
churches.  It was agreed to ask the congregations to maintain their
previous level of support. St John's Church contribution being £120. Again
this was agreed and paid.

Christian Listening
A Called to Listen course has been completed during two weekends in
May.  There are six local participants plus one man from Ardrishaig, who
found the course hard work but very rewarding.  Trainers are Rev Maureen
Wilson, Nairn and Marie Ogilvie, Edinburgh.
Monthly listening practise sessions continue to be held.  Having more
listeners trained to Called to Listen standard will allow us to offer a formal
listening service. Acorn in Scotland are in the process of applying to
become a SCIO so they will be independent of the parent organisation,
Acorn Christian Healing Foundation

LB
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CHOICES
On Tuesday, 26 February 2013, CHOICES Community shop
celebrated 20 years of service to the community.

CHOICES (Christians Helping Others In Church Evangelical Service)
was set up in 1993 by the Pastoral Care Committee as part of St John's
150th anniversary celebrations.  Its purpose was to make quality second
hand goods available to the town, and, through the proceeds of these sales,
to generate funds to pay for Street Level, a Youth Project, also started as
part of the 150th anniversary celebrations.
CHOICES has been run from the outset by a management team made up

of members from five local church congregations (St John's, St Andrew's,
Kirkton, United Reformed Church and St Athanasius') headed up by Anne
Forrest.  It stocks second-hand clothing, books and other household goods
(excluding electrical goods) and serves a valuable role in the community,
where its reputation for high quality has become well-known.

Since its inception, CHOICES has raised over £485,000!  As well as
supporting the work of Street Level, donations have been made to many
other worthy causes over the years.

We congratulate Anne and her team of helpers and look forward to many
more years of valued service.
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A huge “thank you” to all who are supporting this project so
generously with donations and also to the volunteers who have given
their time so freely.  Because we have a fairly good stock of food just
now, we are now simply asking the Carluke and Lanark congregations
to donate specified items that are running low as we respond to
demand. Thanks again for you response to this.

We have been working at getting the satellite stations set up around the
Clydesdale area and so far there are stations in Lanark, and Forth. By the
time you read this there will be one in Carstairs and possibly in Douglas
and Kirkmuirhill as well. There will be one in Biggar just as soon as they
can find a suitable secure area for it.

The grant for the shelving etc in the Hamilton Street unit has come through
so very soon the food bank will move to there. This will make for a much
more manageable working space and will also free up a lot of space in
Kilmory Lodge for the items needed for the start-up packs.
Our next job is to work hard at getting referral forms out to all the agencies
who can identify people in real need.

One person recently helped by the Food Bank wrote:

My family has been experiencing hardship lately due to loss of
employment and the addition of another family member to the
household. The food parcel that we received has been a lifeline to us,
helping us to bridge the gap between loss of our earnings and the
eventual receipt of benefits. We are overwhelmed by the generosity of
others and when our circumstances change we too will be donating
to this worthy cause.

Referrals are dealt with in complete confidence so if you, or anyone you
know, are struggling to feed yourself or your family please do not hesitate
to ask your minister, health worker or social worker to refer you. Our aim
is to plug the gap in a crisis and to provide food and basic toiletries. There
is no shame in asking for help.

Clydesdale Food Bank
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Deferred Union
As you will know, the Presbytery Plan for Carluke proposes the
deferred union of the congregations of St John's and St Andrew's to
form a single fellowship.

This union will only come into effect when both current ministers leave
their charges.  While Pastor Roy will leave at the end of this month, it is
unlikely that Rev Helen Jamieson will leave St Andrew's in the near
future.  Until that happens, the two congregations will continue as
separate entities, although it is expected that they would begin to work
more and more closely together.

St John's will be allowed to call a new minister to fill the vacancy left by
Pastor Roy.  If this new minister is still in post when Rev Jamieson leaves
St Andrew's, then he or she would automatically become the minister of
the new, united congregation.  An important difference from other
Nominating Committees will be that ours will comprise of members from
both St John's and St Andrew's, in a ratio to be determined by Lanark
Presbytery, but this is expected to be related to the respective sizes of the
congregations.

However, Presbytery will not permit a Nominating Committee to be
formed until a Basis of Union is agreed.  This is a fairly straightforward
document which formally states the intention of the two congregations to
unite, without going into the details of exactly how this will come about -
that comes much later.  It is to be hoped that such a Basis of Union is
agreed soon to allow the search for our next minister to start as quickly as
possible.
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The World Mission Council of the Church of Scotland Stamp Appeal
runs from March to February each year. in 2013-14, the focus of the
Appeal is The Living Water project run by a congregation from the
ECCB (Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren) in Horní Krupá in the
Czech-Moravian Highlands.

The project is part of a wider ecological programme started in 2008 to
build an environmental centre and provide services and education for the
local community, congregation and schools. Its purpose is to help share
practical teaching on water life and improve understanding on the impact
of water on biodiversity while engaging with the community. The centre
has already received international recognition.

Money raised from the stamp project will go towards improving the
education programme and offering more hands on exploration of plant and
water life by restoring the old well at the centre and building a small lake
with an access jetty. You can help further this exciting endeavour by
collecting your used stamps which are sold to make money.

Please place your stamps in the box in the front vestibule at any time.
Make sure that the stamps are undamaged and there is a 5mm margin of
envelope all round to facilitate handling.

Stamp Appeal 2013

Call Liz on 01555 771896

Bridal
Curtains

Alterations
Custom wear
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You may have noticed that the sides of the stairs leading up to the gallery
have been re-painted recently.  This was required to address a risk
identified by the Management Team after a member had slipped on the wet
stairs one day.  After much discussion of various options, it was agreed
that the application of non-slip paint was both effective in reducing the risk
and would be economical to apply.  The paint, costing around £200, was
applied by Ken Mackie, Alastair McIllivray and Graham Jackson in a
single day.  While this treatment should minimise the risk of slipping on
wet stairs, members of the congregation who use the gallery should always
take care when ascending and descending the stairs.

Gallery Stairs

Time for Fellowship

I would like to thank all at St John's for taking time to call round to the
Large Hall to have a refreshment with each other after Sunday worship.  It
is so important that we share this time together in fellowship.  Your
generous donations each week have, this year, allowed us to donate the
sum of £600 to New Beginnings, St Andrew's Hospice and Little Haven in
Forth.

I am grateful to the teams that assist every week.  However, due to other
commitments, we have lost a few members this year.  We would be
delighted if anyone (and that includes men!) could spare about an hour on
Sundays after worship to help at Time for Fellowship.  If willing, or for
more information, speak to me any Sunday, or phone 750915.

Yours in Christ
Moira Braynion
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Christine Stone
Christine sent us a newsletter in March, just too late to be included in
the last issue of St John’s News:

Dear Friends,
Three years ago I had a cataract operation here and recently the one on the
other eye was making things dim so I called in at the government eye
hospital a short bike ride away to register for the following day, and have
the tests done. Most health things here have to be paid for but being the
government hospital even though I opted for the expensive version with a
plastic lens inserted to correct my short sight it was still not a lot to pay.
Next day I was there at 8.30am along with 8 other oldies and before long
had the local anaesthetic and was in the theatre. It only takes about 10
minutes and when finished I was about to thank the surgeon and he
thanked me! What for? For my co-operation he said. Then after a bit I
went back to school. Next day quick visit to get drops and a week later for
check-up and to get my new, much weaker glasses ordered. They will be
ready in a few days. People were so nice not just to me but to the rustic
Nepalis that fill the hospital at all times and I can now see even without
specs far better than in my whole life till now.

You will remember Dorje the gentleman from Crak with the smashed leg
that we were able to bring to Kathmandu. Before he returned to Crak he
was baptised in the Tibetan church here and this photo of him as he came
out of the water says far more than I can about his new life in Christ. So
now he and his wife are in Crak and in nearby Bihi there is Sonam and
family, growing in their new faith. There will be plenty of opposition that
they will have to face.

Many teachers never work or have no motivation, but I am helping a
dynamo of a gentleman who lives in Dolakha district and has a vision of a
model school in each village area. And he knows this is impossible without
helping teachers to teach the subjects in a friendly interesting way. He
himself is trained to help teachers address children’s mental health. There
is a lot of alcoholism amongst fathers and trauma from the Maoist war. I
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keep going to different parts of the district to show teachers how to teach
the new grade one's (they start in mid-April).
NK, as he calls himself, does follow up and lots of meetings for parents.
(Parents wrong ideas and expectations are one of the major problems in
education here) I'm going again shortly after Easter and again 2 weeks
later to different parts of this very big, hilly and mountainous district
stretching to Tibet. It is to the east of Kathmandu.

Before that there will be another group of UK volunteers with the
International Citizenship Service programme. They come for only three
months and Restless Development runs the programme. Restless' main
work is sending Nepali volunteers into remote villages attached to schools
to do health teaching and life skills and helping to start work opportunities
and community work. The ICS volunteers join the Nepali volunteers, like
them living with a village family. For all the volunteers it is a challenging
but thrilling time, and the school children are transformed. I help in all the
training to equip both lots for their time in the villages. This includes a
great session of "Sports that need no or little apparatus" Nepali schools do
nothing at all fun like this so it is a way to quickly relate to the children.

A superb private school here which uses part of fees to train government
teachers has a conference after Easter for government high ups as well as
trainers and teachers and I'm privileged to have 4 workshops to run, 3 on
maths and one on assessment (usual practice is exams for 3 year olds and
then on.....all rote learning, but the government has said no exams till
grade 5, but teachers are lost without being able to fail students.

But we are Easter people. Not fatalists, not trying to escape, but people
with the power of a risen Saviour to give us a firm hope, not just for
Heaven, but that every situation can be salted and changed. Let's stand
firm in that hope.

With my love
Christine
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On 5 May 2013, our Minister, Pastor Roy, reached the grand old age
of 70.  Among the celebrations that day, cards and greetings were
given by members of the congregation during the service and
afterwards at a birthday lunch party.

During the service, cards were presented to Roy.  The first, from the Youth
Church and signed by all the young people present, said that

This comes with many special thoughts and warmest wishes, too
Because it means so much to us to have a Pastor just like you.

At the end of the service, Session Clerk, Glenn Walker, congratulated him
on behalf of the congregation on his birthday and presented a card which
had been designed and created by Catherine Barthram.

Roy’s Big 7-0
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The dashing young man visible on the video screen behind Glenn’s head
is, of course, Pastor Roy in his youth!

Roy cut his birthday cake and it very quickly disappeared!
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Christian Aid Week was first held 56 years ago, in 1957, and is Britain
and Ireland’s longest-running fundraising week. In Carluke when we
talk of Christian Aid Week, we immediately think of the Cafe,
organised by five of the town’s churches every May and the distinctive
red collecting cans carried by volunteers to hundreds of homes in our
town.

This year, Christian Aid Week highlighted the fact that tonight 1 in 8
people will go to bed hungry, but there is enough food for all to eat and
have their fill IF certain changes are made. Christian Aid works in
partnership with communities and organisations in 48 countries,
supporting innovative projects to help people transform their own lives
from barely surviving to truly thriving. In drought-prone southern
Zimbabwe, Christian Aid partner Dabane Trust worked with local
communities to access the clean, naturally filtered water that is stored,
hidden beneath sand-bed rivers, ensuring people have a supply of clean
water. Now they can water their gardens all year round and grow a variety
of vegetables to eat and to sell. Husband and wife Jabulisa Ndlovu and
Zuzeni Nyathi used to struggle to find enough for their children to eat, but
Zuzeni says: ‘We [can] now eat every day at any time – we are always
full.’

BITE BACK AT HUNGER was one of the slogans Christian Aid adopted
this year to advertise their vision of bringing an end to poverty around the
world. The Carluke Churches responded by working together to carry out
the customary door-to-do collection and Cafe. In spite of the unseasonable
weather of snow, hail, wind and lashing rain, the cafe proved to be as
popular as ever. Hundreds of people were served lunches, giving
generously to the work of Christian Aid and raising £5527. Neither was the
weather kind to our 52 volunteers, who with their collecting cans and
stickers, managed to raise £4042. If no one came to your door, you were
either out or we were unable to provide a collector for the area where you
live - maybe next year?

Christian Aid
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The other main event was the evening service in St Andrew’s Church Hall
to celebrate the start of Christian Aid Week. Rev Helen Jamieson
conducted a very meaningful service, during which, we were invited to
visit a number of prayer stations set up to illustrate the work of Christian
Aid. And we also enjoyed refreshments with a selection of Fairtrade
goodies. Those attending gave generously to an offering which raised
£402. A generous donation of £1500 from CHOICES and the proceeds
(£789) from our Christmas Service all combined to raise £12,261.
 Thank you to everyone who made it possible - the givers and collectors
involved in the door-to-door collection, customers, staff and providers of
food in the Cafe, those who gave cash donations, the knitters and
handicraft makers and CHOICES.

 Finally, one other statistic which might be of interest! In the ten years
since 2004, £117,661 has been raised by the Carluke Churches cooperating
together to further the work of Christian Aid. No one church could have
achieved this on its own.

IN

Halls to Let

Do you, or someone you know, need a hall to hold a
regular, or one-off, activity?

Do you know that our church halls are available at a
very reasonable rate?

For full details on how you can hire our halls, contact
Donald Frame, Hall Lets Convenor, on 771563.
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On Friday, 10 May, our BB Company hosted its Parents’ Night.  The boys
performed various items:  First Aid, PT and games, with some of the
parents taking part.  To conclude the evening, the boys were presented
with the badges they had gained throughout the session.

Anchor Boys:
Jayson Smith - 1st year service; 1st year achievement.
Aaron Henderson - 3rd year service; 3rd year achievement.

Junior Section:
Greg Allan - 4th year service; Bronze and Target badges.
Alex Park - 2nd year service; Silver Award.
Luke Scroggie - 2nd year service; Silver Award.
Ryan Sloan - 5th year service; Silver Award.
Eddie Gibson - 1st year service; Bronze and Target badges.
Jamie Stevenson - 6th year service; Gold Award.
Matthew Gillon - 6th year service; Gold Award.

Company Section:
Aaron Ramage - 4th year service; 2nd stages in Community, Recreation

and Skills.
Aaron Lindsay - 4th year service; 2nd stages in Community, Recreation

and Skills.
David Henderson - 4th year service; 2nd stages in Community,

Recreation and Skills.
Jamie McAdam - 4th year service; 2nd stages in Community, Recreation

and Skills.
James Gillon - 7th year service; 2nd stages in Community, Recreation

and Skills.
Callum Sloan - 8th year service; 2nd stages in Community, Recreation

and Skills.

Boys Brigade
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Michael Stevenson - 8th year service; 2nd stages in Community,
Recreation and Skills.

James Gibson - 1st year service; 1st stages in Community, Recreation
and Skills.

Promotions:
Aaron Henderson was promoted from the Anchor Boys to the Junior
Section, and Jamie Stevenson, Matthew Gillon, Luke Scroggie and
Eddie Gibson were promoted from the Junior Section to the Company
Section.

During the session, three boys from the Junior Section: Jamie Stevenson,
Alex Park and Eddie Gibson, took part in the Wishaw and District
Battalion Junior Section Quiz, gaining a notable third-equal place. Jamie
Stevenson, Luke Scroggie and Matthew Gillon also took part in the
Battalion Scripture Knowledge Competition.

This session is now at an end, and the new session will start on Friday, 30
August.  Any boy from P1 up will be made most welcome.  Please contact
Richard Allan (771679) for further details.
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Connections
Four years ago, in the Year of the Homecoming, we were invited to
reach out to all those around the world with an interest in or affinity
to Scotland. The Christian church was seen at that time as being an
integral part of Scotland’s story, past, present and future.

It was during that time in the summer of 2009, I came across a woman on
holiday from Australia to visit her brother in Carluke. She was standing
outside the hall door of St John’s, hoping to gain entry to the church of
which she had been a member and from where she was married by the
Reverend Jack Goring in 1960. Her name was Yvonne Hyslop from
Braidwood, who married James Nicol and had two daughters before
emigrating to Melbourne in 1964.  She was thrilled to have the opportunity
of sitting in Church, albeit that the new heating system was being installed
at that time and the sanctuary was in a state of turmoil.

A few weeks ago, at Sunday service, I was aware of a couple I hadn’t seen
before, sitting a few pews in front of me. I didn’t get an opportunity to
speak to them after the service. Maybe others, seeing strangers, did - I
hope so! As I was returning later to my car, I saw them taking photographs
of the building and enquired if they were visiting. As our conversation
continued and developed, it transpired the lady is the daughter of Yvonne
Nicol (nee Hyslop) whom I had shown around the Church some four years
previous. What a coincidence!

IN
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Many of our members are in need of our prayers. Those who are sick in
hospital or at home, our house-bound members and those being cared for
in nursing homes. Pray that, no matter what the circumstances, all may
know the love and peace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, and that we, as a
congregation, are upholding them.

Pastoral Care

Milton Grange Nursing Home
Marion Torrance
Ella Brown
James Huggan
James Stephen

New Monteith House
Nancy Logan

Orchard House
Una Brownlee

Rosemount Court
Mary Carr Elizabeth
Dickson

Crosslaw House, Lanark
John and Fiona Walker

Thought for the quarter:
Birthdays are good for you.

The more you have, the longer you live.
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Parish Register

Baptisms
Marcie Grace Kerr

Lily Elizabeth Campbell
Finlay James Campbell
Abigail Ellen Hardisty

Daniel Michael Hardisty
Sarah MacFarlane Leggate

Ruth Barbara Leggate

Deaths
John Baird

Margaret Forrest
Catherine Pretswell

New Members
Megan Hoey
Ruth Leggate
Ann Gracie

Eleanor Redfern



For Help With General Jobs and Repairs
Around Your Home and Garden

Tony Hazlewood
HANDYMAN

Property Maintenance, Flat Pack Assembly
Shelving, Partition Walls, Doors Hung and Handles

Fitted, Fencing Erected or Repaired
And Many More

If unsure, give me a call

Friendly, and Reliable
Please call for a Free Estimate:

Tel: 07827 360 511

E-mail: CarlukeHandyman@gmail.com

DRIVE WELL WITH
REV L

PHONE 07845395446
E MAIL davidgrns@aol.com
WEB: WWW.REVL.CO.UK

Fully qualified DSA approved Driving Instructor

Registered member of the motoring schools
association of Great Britain.

Very competitive prices.

Block booking discounts

Free student information pack on first lesson.

Full training from beginner to Pass Plus lessons.

David K Greenshields DSA ADI (CAR)

REV L  D R I V E R T R A I N I N G


